TIMPERLEY & DISTRICT JUNIOR FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Cup Competition Rules, Season 2019/20 onwards
GENERAL

1. The management of the Timperley & District JFL’s Cup Competitions shall be vested in the League Management Committee (LMC), whose decisions shall be final and binding, subject to League Rule 16.

2. All Clubs must enter a Cup Competition or Competitions if so determined by the LMC.  The Competition formats shall be as follows;

i) Knock-out Competitions. This format will normally be played from U13 to Youth (U17/U18) and may also be played at U12, and other age groups if so determined by the LMC. The 3 match player qualification rule will be strictly enforced as per Rule 9, 10 and 11.
ii) Group-based Competitions. This format will normally be played from U9 to U11 and may also be played at U12, and other age groups if so determined by the LMC.
In both formats, matches shall be played as two halves, of equal duration.

3. Any Team refusing or failing to play a Team against whom it has been drawn or scheduled, on the date and time assigned to it, shall be adjudged to have lost the match, and may be found liable for such out of pocket expenses and liabilities as are incurred by their failure to play.

4. Where not otherwise stated the Rules of the League shall apply.

KNOCK-OUT CUP COMPETITIONS

5. Teams will be drawn in pairs, and the first drawn shall be deemed the home Team in rounds prior to the Final. The draw process may be carried out using the automated Cup Draw function in the FA Full-time system.

6. No extra time will be played in any Cup tie. If the scores are level after normal time the winner shall be determined by the taking of kicks from the penalty mark in accordance with the procedure adopted by The International Football Association Board. Five (5) nominated players from each side to take one penalty each; in the event of a draw after the 5 penalties have been taken then the remaining players from each Team will take one until a winner is declared.

7. Any Team playing an ineligible player in a Knock-out Cup Competition will be struck out of that Competition; the game awarded to their opponents, and may incur such other penalties as the LMC shall decide.

8. No player shall play in any one Knock-out Cup Competition for more than one Team, irrespective of any division change. 

9. In all rounds (other than a Preliminary round, or the 1st round (Quarter Final) in a league of 8 or less teams), a player must have played in at least three Qualifying Games for their current Team to take part in a Match in a Knock-out Cup Competition, unless other arrangements for the Competition have been specifically advised by the LMC prior to its commencement.

10. A Preliminary round is a Knock-out Cup Competition game in a Division of more than eight Teams, which enables the final eight Teams to be determined. 

11. A Qualifying Game shall include T&DJFL games as below, District FA Cup games and County FA Cup fixtures, including one that the player was eligible to play in but which has been cancelled due to inclement weather or which has been awarded due to the opposition not being able to field a team, providing always that a properly completed Match Card has been received by the Divisional Secretary within 4 days of the date that the fixture was played or due to be played.

Qualifying T&DJFL games shall include:-

· Development games scheduled by the LMC
· League games

· Any other game so designated by the LMC

12. In the event of the match being postponed (due to the weather, pitch conditions, or any other reason) on two consecutive occasions, then the tie will be switched on the third occasion to be played at the away Team pitch. Should that also be postponed then the tie will switch on the fourth occasion to the original home Team’s pitch. Subsequent postponements will switch on each occasion until the tie is played.

GROUP BASED CUP COMPETITIONS

13. Group-based Competitions will be played as a league format; with the top two placed Teams playing in a Final to determine the Competition winner. Arrangements for the league/group stage (e.g. single games between Teams or home/away games between Teams) will be determined by the LMC. The LMC may also introduce other such variants on these arrangements as it deems appropriate, such as the winner of one league/group playing the runner-up of another league/group, and vice versa, in Semi-final games, to qualify for a Final. 
14. During the league/group stage 3 points are awarded for a win, 1 point for a draw.

15. In the event of two or more Teams finishing the league/group equal on points, to determine qualification for a Semi-final or Final, the following shall be used:-

a.
Most games won in the league stage

b.
If still tied, then head-to-head record in the league stage between the tied Teams 

c.
If still tied, then play-off match (es)

Goal-difference is not to be used in any situation.

All Play-off games, Semi-finals and Finals are to be played under conditions as determined by the LMC. In the event that a game is level after normal time, the result shall be determined by the taking of penalties, as for Knock-out Cup Competitions; no extra-time to be played.
16. Any Team playing an ineligible player (one not on the declared list of players submitted prior to the commencement of the Competition plus permitted additions as Rule 18, or one not permitted as Rule 17 or 19) during the league/group stage will have the game awarded to their opponents, and may incur such other penalties as the LMC shall decide, including the deduction of three points. Any Team playing an ineligible player in a Play-off game or in a Semi-final or Final will be struck out of that Competition; the game awarded to their opponents, and may incur such other penalties as the LMC shall decide.

17. No player shall play in any one Group-based Competition (regardless of group/part) for more than one Team and irrespective of any division/group change. 

18. Teams must name their squad to the LMC not less than seven days prior to the commencement of the Competition. This squad shall remain fixed for the duration of that particular Competition, with the exception of the addition of new players signed before the overall T&DJFL Registration deadline, who have not already played for another Team in any group/part of that Competition. 

19. No player may play in a Play-off game or in a Semi-Final or Final who was not eligible to play in the league/group stage of the Competition for that Team.
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